The Nation

The Nation
Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 1,200

Section: First Section/THAILAND
Date: Saturday 29 October 2016

Volume: 41 No: 54935
Col.Inch: 22.70 Ad Value: 27,240

Page: 4A(Right)
PRValue (x3): 81,720

Headline: Youngsters who ate meat from rabid dogbeing monitored

Clip: Black/White

Youngsters who
ate meat from
rabid dog being
monitored

THE NATION

TWELVE  youngsters in
Mukdahan in the far Northeast
are being monitored after they
dug up the carcass of a rabid dog
then cooked and ate its meat.

The Department of Disease
Control head Jedsada
Chokdamrongsuk said the
youngsters made grilled and
steamed dishes, plus “larb” - the
spicy Isaan-style minced salad
involving half-cooked meat and
raw blood - before eating them.

Atarequestofthelocal village
head, the local branch of the
Department of  Livestock
Development had the dog’s head
examined and found that the ani-
mal had died from rabies.

The director-general said the
department’s surveillance and
rapid response team (SRRT) had
located the 12 youngsters
involved and had them vaccinat-
ed at Mukdahan’s provincial hos-
pital before putting them under
close watch.

“The SRRT will be closely
monitoring the people exposed to
the disease,” Jedsada said.
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He warned people to avoid
contact with dogs that are poten-
tially infected with the potential-
ly fatal disease.

Eight rabies deaths this year

There have been reports of four
dogs found with rabies in
Mukdahan over the last three
years —one eachin 2014 and 2015
and two this year, according to
Jedsada.

However, there has been no
report of rabies-related deaths
since 20009.

Earlier this year, a rabies
patient from Laos received treat-
ment at Mukdahan hospital but
later succumbed to complica-
tions.

Across the country, eight
people have died from the disease
this year - two in Chachoengsao
and one each in Tak, Rayong, Sa
Kaew, Samut Prakan, Songkhla
and Si Sa Ket, according to
Jedsada.

The number is comparatively
higher than those over the past
five years, he said.

According to the World Health
Organisation, dogs are the source
of the vast majority of human
rabies deaths, contributing up to
99 per cent of all rabies trans-
missions to humans.

Infection causes tens of thou-
sands of deaths every year, most-
ly in Asia and Africa.

Immediate cleaning of a
wound with soap and water after
contact with a suspect rabid ani-
mal can be life-saving.
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